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Our Parish Mission Statement: 

We, the people of Corpus Christi Parish, brothers and sisters in Christ, prayerfully uphold: 
Our Mission – To be the light of Christ shining in the heart of the community 

Our Vision – To be a vibrant and inspirational Catholic faith community growing in lifelong prayer,  
sharing the joy of the Gospel and committed to evangelization, education and loving service to those in need 

Our Values – To be a welcoming, caring and inclusive faith community rooted 
in peace, justice and respect for all beings 

 

The Lord is Risen!  Alleluia!  Happy Easter! 

 

As we experience the glory and joy of the Easter season, we mark many ends and many beginnings.  

Congratulations to our newest member of the Church, fully initiated at the Easter Vigil!  Congratulations to 

our graduating seniors who embark upon a new chapter of their lives!  Congratulations to our Confirmation 

Candidates who will receive the Sacrament on June 8!  This month also marks the first anniversary of my 

dad’s death and, in the past year, I have received so many blessings and answered prayers through his 

intercession.   

 

The last newsletter came during the end of Lent and I encouraged members to pray the Psalms, a vital part 

of our Scripture, our Liturgy, and our prayer lives (both individually and communal).  

 

Just as a graduation, Baptism, Confirmation, even death marks the end of some former way of life and the 

beginning of a new way of life; so too the Psalms “recall the saving events of the past, yet extend into the 

future, even to the end of history.”  We further learn in the Catechism that, through the Psalms, the Holy 

Spirit inspires both God’s works and man’s response to those works.  Christ, who prayed these psalms just 

as we do today, unites God’s works and our responses to those works.  It is “in Christ that the Psalms 

continue to teach us how to pray.”(CCC 2586-2587) Hence, it is not by accident that they make up such a 

vital part of our Faith in both Liturgy and personal prayer throughout all generations. 

 

Just as the Psalms mirror both God’s marvelous deeds in the history of His people and the experiences of 

the Psalmist (and therefore each of us)….they possess a certain simplicity that can be prayed by all people 

throughout all times and in all conditions (CCC 2588).  The Psalms not only tell us about our past but also 

help us understand our current struggles and yearnings.  So we see the connection among past, present and 

future regardless of whether we’re talking about how Lent turns into Easter, how a new member of the 

Church turns from a life of non-membership to a life of full membership, or how a child grows up and 

graduates from school and moves on to college, the military, or work.  

 

It is therefore important to remember this flow of past, present, future as we continue to grow closer to our 

God and effect the outcomes of our intentions.  The Catechism also states “the prayer of the Psalms is 

always sustained by praise.” (CCC2589)  How fitting is it that we are called the Ministry of Praise!!  Let us 

use the Psalms as one of our major means of prayer and praise for our continued faith development and for 

the intentions mentioned on the following page.   

 

In the words of St. Ambrose: “What is more pleasing that a psalm?  David expresses it well ‘Praise the 

Lord, for a psalm is good: let there be praise of our God with gladness and grace!”  Yes, a psalm is a 

blessing on the lips of the people, praise of God, the assembly’s homage, a general acclamation, a word that 

speaks for all, the voice of the Church, a confession of the faith in song.” (CCC 2589)  

 

Blessings, 

MartyShudak, gmshudak@yahoo.com, 712-308-3983 
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Prayer Intentions 
Parish: 

For our Sister Parish in Colombia, we pray for the success of their Diocesan Pentecost gathering to be 

held in the parish of Carmen on June 1 

For those in the consecrated life of the Diocese of our Sister Parish, and for peace on their border with 

Venezuela 

In thanksgiving for pastoral support from Fr. Zach as he awaits his transition into military chaplaincy  

For our Confirmandi who will receive the Sacrament on June 8; may they receive the graces needed to 

continue their faith journey as full members of the Church 

For the individuals who are on our parish prayer lines 

For those who have been away from the Church, through our prayers and support, may they find their 

way back 

 

 

Diocese, Nation, World: 

For a peaceful resolution to the crisis in Venezuela and that her citizens are provided humanitarian aid 

and a restoration of order and prosperity 

For a peaceful resolution to the Iranian crisis and that strained relations with North Korea may be 

improved 

For the end to violence toward Christians in the Middle East 

For the Church in China, may the communist government allow for the independence of her governance 

For all the victims (individuals and full communities) of the spring floods and storms and that there may 

be a Divine Intervention in the curbing of the damages 

For the courage of various states’ efforts to pass heartbeat bills and for the end of all abortion 

For the conversion of those involved in the abortion industry 

For a successful spring planting season in our agricultural communities and markets 

In gratitude for the service of our military, especially those who have given their lives for our freedom 

 

Universal Church/Papal Intentions: 

The Church in Africa, a Seed of Unity 

That the Church in Africa, through the commitment of its members, may be the seed of unity among 

her peoples and a sign of hope for this continent. 

Doctors and their Collaborators in War Zones 

For doctors and their humanitarian collaborators in war zones, who risk their lives to save the lives 

of others. 
 

May these and all of our personal petitions be united by the power of the Holy Spirit with those of all the 

Ministers of Prayer and Praise, with Mary our Mother, and all the saints in the heavenly kingdom, we 

implore you, O Lord.  Amen. 


